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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to communications filed on 03/1 3/2009, the Examiner acknowledges 
the amendments made to the claims and have both considered and applied them to the 
claims. 

The following claims, claims 15-20 are presented for examination. 

Response to Remarks/Arguments 

2. Applicant's remarks/arguments dated 03/12/2009, have been fully considered but 
they are moot in view of new ground(s) for rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being disclosed by Equchi (US 
Patent No. 6,574,670 hereinafter Equchi ). 
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Regarding claim 18 , Equchi discloses a digital broadcast receiver for acquiring a 
user authentication, the digital broadcast receiver comprising: 

• a storage unit (3:36-46 - "computer readable (usable) medium comprising 
a first module for storing data about kinds of networks used by a plurality 
of users (senders) of electronic mail") configured to pre-store (3:20-24 - 
"pre-stored string of characters to allow an electronic mail to be 
transmitted between different networks") therein code certificate list 
information including a user ID and a password for use authentication and 
a user code all associated with a user of the device (7:9-15 - "code 
numbers specifying the individual users ... userlDs, their passwords, and 
network types used by the users"), the code certificate list information 
being stored in the digital broadcast receiver (3:46-57 - '"computer usable 
medium' ... any physical objects in which a program to be executed by 
CPU is stored ... program for causing CPU to execute a part or all of 
operations described in the following description may be stored in the 
'computer usable medium'"). 

• a controller configured to receive a user code input by the user for user 
authentication wherein the user code is inputted by the user in place of the 
user ID and the password (7:67-8:4 - "user inputs his own user code 
number ... user's user ID, password and network name are immediately 
obtained from user Table T1 ."), the user code containing one or more 
numerals and/or characters less than a number of numerals and/or 
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characters contained in the user ID and the password (Fig. 2a and 7:9-15 
- "code numbers specifying the individual users ... userlDs, their 
passwords, and network types used by the users"). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 15-17 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being disclosed 
by Eguchi (US Patent No. 6,574,670 hereinafter Eguchi ) in view of Iwafune et al. 
(US Patent No. 5,880,720 hereinafter Iwafune ). 



Regarding claim 15 , Eguchi discloses the method for acquiring a user 
authentication in a digital broadcast receiver, the method comprising: 

• prestoring (3:20-24 - "pre-stored string of characters to allow an electronic 
mail to be transmitted between different networks") code certificate, list 
information including a user ID and a password for use authentication and 
a user code (Fig. 2a and 7:9-15 - "code numbers specifying the individual 
users ... userlDs, their passwords, and network types used by the users"), 
the code certificate list information being stored in the digital broadcast 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/681 ,121 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2436 

receiver (3:46-57 - "'computer usable medium' ... any physical objects in 
which a program to be executed by CPU is stored ... program for causing 
CPU to execute a part or all of operations described in the following 
description may be stored in the 'computer usable medium'"). 

• receiving a user code input by the user for user authentication wherein the 
user code is inputted by the user in place of the user ID and the password, 
the user code containing one or more numerals and/or characters less 
than a number of numerals and/or characters contained in the user ID and 
the password (3:20-24 - "pre-stored string of characters to allow an 
electronic mail to be transmitted between different networks" and 7:9-39 - 
"code numbers specifying the individual users ... user IDs, their 
passwords, and network types used by the users"); 

• retrieving, by the user's device, the user ID and the password associated 
with the input user code from the code certificate list information (7:9-15 
and 7:65 - 8:4 - "the user's user ID, password and network name are 
immediately obtained from user Table T1"). 

Eguchi is silent in transmitting the retrieved user 113 and password from 
the user's device to a user certificating device for the user authentication, 
whereby the user can view digital broadcasting when the user 
authentication indicates that the user who input the user code is 
authorized to view the digital broadcasting, however Iwafune does provide 
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such disclosure (Figure 17, 19:5-18 and 22:50-65 - "whether the 
password registered in the authentication information database agrees 
with the password added to the response data is checked." If the two 
passwords agree, it is determined that the order for an article is from the 
person himself or herself, and so the order is accepted. If the two 
passwords disagree ... order is rejected."). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have been 
motivated to combine the inventions of Equchi with that of Iwafune as both 
are directed towards access control. The motivation for the combination is 
provided by Iwafune which recites, "the present invention ... comprises a 
communication control circuit for controlling communications to other 
nodes including the interactive televisions performed via the 
communication network, a program information manager for managing 
procedures relating to response data in units of programs, a response 
processing application program for arranging the response data from the 
interactive televisions in units of programs, and a procedure executing 
application program for reading out the procedures from the program 
information manager and processing the response data for each program 
in accordance with the procedures corresponding to the programs (2:9- 
20)." 
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Regarding claim 16 , Eguchi is silent in disclosing the user can view digital 
broadcasting when the user authentication indicated that the user who inputs the 
user code is authorized to view the digital broadcasting, however Iwafune does 
provide such disclosure (Fig. 3 element 22 and 20:44 -22:3 - "authentication 
processing application is instructed to extract the personal information such as 
the name and address of each individual who has" made and input or request 
and "television ID added to each response data ... also the personal ID indicating 
the individual who has actually input the response"). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have been 
motivated to combine the inventions of Eguchi with that of Iwafune as both 
are directed towards access control. The motivation for the combination is 
provided by Iwafune which recites, "the present invention ... comprises a 
communication control circuit for controlling communications to other 
nodes including the interactive televisions performed via the 
communication network, a program information manager for managing 
procedures relating to response data in units of programs, a response 
processing application program for arranging the response data from the 
interactive televisions in units of programs, and a procedure executing 
application program for reading out the procedures from the program 
information manager and processing the response data for each program 
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in accordance with the procedures corresponding to the programs (2:9- 
20)." 

Regarding claim 17 , Equchi is silent in disclosing code certificate list information 
further stores therein at least one program information in association with the 
user code, the program information identifying a program, however Iwafune does 
provide such disclosure (19:36-47 and 20:1—27). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have been 
motivated to combine the inventions of Equchi with that of Iwafune as both 
are directed towards access control. The motivation for the combination is 
provided bv Iwafune which recites, "the present invention ... comprises a 
communication control circuit for controlling communications to other 
nodes including the interactive televisions performed via the 
communication network, a program information manager for managing 
procedures relating to response data in units of programs, a response 
processing application program for arranging the response data from the 
interactive televisions in units of programs, and a procedure executing 
application program for reading out the procedures from the program 
information manager and processing the response data for each program 
in accordance with the procedures corresponding to the programs (2:9- 
20)." 
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Regarding claim 19 , Eguchi is silent in disclosing the digital broadcast receiver 
wherein the user can view digital broadcasting when the user certification 
indicates that the user who inputs the user code is authorized to view the digital 
broadcasting, however Iwafune does provide such a disclosure (Fig. 3 element 
22). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have been 
motivated to combine the inventions of Eguchi with that of Iwafune as both 
are directed towards access control. The motivation for the combination is 
provided by Iwafune which recites, "the present invention ... comprises a 
communication control circuit for controlling communications to other 
nodes including the interactive televisions performed via the 
communication network, a program information manager for managing 
procedures relating to response data in units of programs, a response 
processing application program for arranging the response data from the 
interactive televisions in units of programs, and a procedure executing 
application program for reading out the procedures from the program 
information manager and processing the response data for each program 
in accordance with the procedures corresponding to the programs (2:9- 
20)." 
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Regarding claims 20 , Eguchi is silent in disclosing the user certificate system 
wherein the device is a set-top box and the program information identifying a 
program, however Iwafune does provide such a disclosure (Fig. 3 element 22 
and 20:44 -22:3 - "authentication processing application is instructed to extract 
the personal information such as the name and address of each individual who 
has" made and input or request and "television ID added to each response data 
... also the personal ID indicating the individual who has actually input the 
response"). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have been 
motivated to combine the inventions of Eguchi with that of Iwafune as both 
are directed towards access control. The motivation for the combination is 
provided by Iwafune which recites, "the present invention ... comprises a 
communication control circuit for controlling communications to other 
nodes including the interactive televisions performed via the 
communication network, a program information manager for managing 
procedures relating to response data in units of programs, a response 
processing application program for arranging the response data from the 
interactive televisions in units of programs, and a procedure executing 
application program for reading out the procedures from the program 
information manager and processing the response data for each program 
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in accordance with the procedures corresponding to the programs (2:9- 
20)." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHINWENDU C. OKORONKWO whose telephone 
number is (571 )272-2662. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 1 1 :30 - 8:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Moazzami can be reached on (571) 272 4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/C. C. O.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2436 
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